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producers help to guarantee a level of maturity and dry matter that produces quality corn 
silage that ferments well in the silo. They become less vulnerable to late wet harvest 
years.  This also opens the door for improved nutrient and soil management options such 
as cover cropping. 
 
Most early- and mid-maturing hybrids showed optimum or close to optimum dry matter 
content at harvest time.  However, a number of later-maturing hybrids (later than 94 days 
relative maturity), had lower than recommended dry matter content at harvest.   In all six 
years of the trials there has been a significant linear relationship between relative 
maturity and dry matter, with later-maturing hybrids being significantly wetter at harvest.  
In 2010 and 2011, hybrids with shorter maturities showed higher dry matter content than 
recommended, indicating that they could have been harvested earlier.  Dry matter in 
2012 was close to recommended levels, except for the later-maturing varieties.   
 
As in previous years, in 2012 there were no other notable significant effects of relative 
maturity on quality parameters.   
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Today’s topics…. 

 

 

2014 Corn silage variety results 

--cover crops 

 

 

2014 Problem weeds and issues…how should they be handled? 

Glyphosate tolerant corn 

Field bindweed 

 

New Products 

 

Aminopyralid herbicides—what you need to know 

 

 

 





Plots were 6 rows (15 ft) by 75 

long 

 --36 varieties  

 

--3 randomized plots per variety. 















Cover crops…..More than just soil erosion 

--field moisture 

--nitrogen capture and retention 

--soil organic matter 

--improved weed control 

Why do I keep 

hammering on 

about shorter 

season corn 

varieties? 

Cover crops are 

essential for no-till 

corn management 



Muddy harvests….. 

--Aggravation!! Broken tractors, trucks, chains… 

--Soil compaction (long term issue) 

--Rutted fields 

--Denitrification.. N2O…major greenhouse gas and $ in the air! 

yesterdaystractors.com 



 

Benefits of no-till corn and cover crops.. 

Soil Quality!!!!! 





Arial seeded cover crop…sown several weeks before harvest 

Misty Meadows Farm 2014 



What were some of the 
issues we saw in 2014? 

 



Glyphosate tolerant corn mistakes… 



The number of herbicide resistant weed biotypes has increased from 404 to 437 in the past 12 months.  A 

summary of resistant biotypes for various herbicide site-of-action groups is shown in Table 1.  There have 

been 13 new cases of ALS (acetolactate synthase) inhibitor resistance (Group 2 herbicides) and 7 new cases 

of glyphosate (EPSP inhibitor) resistance (Group 9 herbicides) around the World during the past year.  Along 

with these newly documented cases of herbicide resistance, there continues to be much media attention to this 

problem, especially related to glyphosate-resistant (GR) weeds. 





Hedge/Field Bindweed 

Perennial broadleaf 

with creeping 

rhizhomes 



Post-emergence is the only option for control during the corn year 

--read label directions carefully!! 

--corn plant sensitivity is an issue 

--Control/suppression vs elimination? 

Distinct is now “Status”   ---dicamba and diflufenzopyr plus safener 

-----Status application on corn from 4 inches to 36 inches tall 

Field/Hedge Bindweed 



Long term Bindweed control 

Root system of field bindweed, 

Convolvulus arvensis.  

Redrawn from B. F. Kiltz. 1930. J. Amer. 

Soc. Agron. 22:216-234. 

 

--Late summer/early fall is the 

best time to control deep 

rooted perennials (bindweed, 

milkweed etc.) 

--Rotations are the long term 

solution! 

--Reduced tillage/no-till corn 

is the easiest way to develop 

better crop rotations, 

especially in heavier soils. 

 







New products for 2015 
New product from Syngenta 

28 days pre to corn 12 inches tall 

4 active ingrediants 

bicyclopyrone, atrazine, 

mesotrione and s-metolachlor 

“Acuron” 

DiFlexx is another 

post-emergence 

broadleaf weed 

control option 

Enlist Duo  from Dow is Glyphosate plus 2,4-D 

Limited registration in mid-western 

states 



Aminopyralid Herbicides….caution!!! 

 

Aminopyralid is the active ingrediant in Milestone and 

Forefront herbicides 

 

Broadleaf weed control in pastures was the main agronomic 

labled use 

 

Provided excellent Smooth Bedstraw control…but…. 

 

 

This Active ingredient is very, very  persistent 











Alternatives to Milestone 

and Forefront for Bedstraw 

Control 

 

--Control seed formation 

for a year by cutting early 

--Improve fertility and soil 

pH to encourage aggressive 

grass growth 

--Crossbow herbicide 

applied in late summer or 

early fall is very effective if 

combined with the above 

practices. 


